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Future Health Systems Consortium will be taking part in the Global Symposium on Health 
Systems Research. 

The conference is a place for researchers, policy-makers, funders, and other stakeholders to 
share evidence, identify signifi cant knowledge gaps, and set a research agenda that refl ects the 
needs of low and middle-income countries.

We are delighted to be involved. As well as organising a number of parallel sessions our researchers 
will be speaking in plenary, presenting posters and delivering papers in related events. 

Please come to our sessions to fi nd out more about our work. We will have a stand in the 
conference market place if you have any specifi c enquiries.
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Health Policy and Systems Research Capacity:
levels, partnerships and assessment
Sara Bennett (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health) will chair this pre-symposium workshop.

The workshop will explore health policy and research capacity at the institutional and national level. What are the 
components of this work? How can we assess the need? What enables or constrains our ability to increase capacity?

This workshop is open to all Symposium participants and is organised by the Council on Health Research and Development 
(http://www.cohred.org/) and researchers and coordinators from three networks covering Africa, Europe, Asia and South 
America (www.ghinet.org, http://www.crehs.lshtm.ac.uk, www.chraic.org). 

If want to attend the workshop please email fi onawright@rcsi.ie

15 November 14.00 to 17.30

Understanding and Intervening in Informal Markets in Health
in Developing Countries
ST1.92733 Parallel session chaired by David Peters (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health)

Speakers: Gerald Bloom (Institute of Development Studies), Hayley MacGregor  (Institute of Development Studies), Nirali 
Shah (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health), Swadhin Mondal (Institute of Health Management Research), M. Hafi zur 
Rahman (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health), Sabina Faiz Rashid (BRAC University James P Grant School of Public 
Health), Chrispus Mayora (Makerere University School of Public Health), Oladimeji Oladepo (University of Ibadan) and 
Abbas Bhuiya (ICDDR,B)

Over the past two decades there has been a dramatic spread of market relationships in the health sector of many low and 
middle income countries. The growth in largely unregulated markets has resulted in problems with the safety, quality and 
cost of health services, particularly for the poor. This session will provide an overview of the central policy and programming 
issues and the results of review of the literature on the effectiveness of interventions with informal providers. This will be 
followed by descriptive studies including one involving rural medical practitioners in India, another on the role of drug 
detailers on village doctors and one on informal markets for sexual and reproductive health services. Speakers will report on 
three intervention studies to address informal markets for health: Patent medical vendors in Nigeria; Motorcyclists to 
improve safe delivery access in Uganda; and informal providers in rural Bangladesh.

16 November 16.00 to 17.30

Beyond scaling up
ST1.93300 Parallel session chaired by Gerald Bloom (Institute of Development Studies)

Speakers: Ligia Paina and David Peters (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health), Emmanuel Sokpo and Jeff Mecaskey 
(Health Partners International), Wang Yunping and Zhang Zhenzhong (China Health Economics Institute), Vera Schattan 
Coelho (Brazilian Centre for Anaysis and Planning) and Alex Shankland (Institute of Development Studies)

This session will present fi ndings and conclusions of a stream of work jointly organised by the Future Health Systems 
Consortium and the STEPS Centre. It will explore lessons from implementing large scale changes to health systems aimed at 
increasing access to important health services, particularly by the poor. It will begin with brief presentations of literature 
reviews and conceptual frameworks for analysing rapid health system change. These presentations will be followed by 
papers that present evidence on the experiences with large scale health system change in Nigeria, Brazil and China. These 
will include a study of the experience of a large donor-funded project for strengthening primary health care services in 
Northern Nigeria, the experience of the Ministry of Health of Brazil in extending a decentralised, rights-based health system 
to meet the special needs of indigenous people and the Chinese experience with the management of health system reform 
in the context of rapid economic and social change.

18 November 11.00 to 12.30
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Learning by doing and applying our learning: what are the 
strategies and institutional options?
ST2.92717 Parallel session chaired by Sara Bennett (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health)

Speakers: Becky Dodd (Asian Observatory on Health Systems), Joe Kasonde (Zambian Forum for Health Research), Yot 
Teerawattananon (Health Intervention and Technology Assessment Program), Kalipso Chalkidou (NICE), Wang Yunping 
(China Health Economics Institute) and Gerald Bloom (Institute of Development Studies)

Interest in strategies to promote the use of evidence in policy and practice has expanded rapidly during the past 5 years.  
Refl ecting the newness of, and interest in, this fi eld there has been a proliferation of organisations aimed at bridging 
gaps between evidence and practice, and promoting applied research and learning. This session will look at experiences 
with alternative organisational forms and approaches to learning from practice, and the application of evidence to policy 
and practice. The panel participants include individuals who are involved in multiple different forms of learning platforms 
and organisations involved in generating evidence for policy and practice.  The session will address both initiatives that 
target government policy makers, but also those that seek to shape health-related entrepreneurial initiatives in the 
private sector.

18 November 14.00 to 15.30

Evidence on Improving Health Service Delivery in
Developing Countries
ST2.92724 Parallel session chaired by David Peters (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health)

Knowing the ‘evidence’ is not suffi cient for making good decisions about health systems, especially when methods for 
‘evidence-based medicine and policy’ fall short of addressing questions about how to effectively implement strategies to 
improve health services. This session is built around the book: Peters, D.H., El-Saharty, S., Siadat, B., Janovsky, K., Vujicic, 
M. Improving Health Services in Developing Countries: From Evidence to Action. This brought together a wide range of 
evidence to provide a better understanding about strategies to improve the delivery of health services in developing 
countries, using a variety of current methods to assess the effectiveness of strategies, including systematic reviews, 
longitudinal health services data analysis, and country case studies.  Although no ‘magic bullets’ emerged, the research 
identifi ed many strategies that have been successfully implemented in many settings, and some of the key factors that 
infl uence success. One cross-cutting conclusion of this book is that decision makers need better approaches on how they 
can make more informed decisions based on knowledge gained from both implementation experience and research 
evidence.  Researchers can help by not only focusing on robust methods to provide traditional evidence on what can work 
in research settings, but by using methods that can contribute information and knowledge on implementation as part of a 
process of institutional development and learning.

18 November 16.00 to 17.30

Opportunities and Obstacles to Improved Research
Plenary Session moderated by Srinath Reddy (Public Health Foundation of India)

This plenary session will analyse global stewardship for health systems research with an emphasis on examining the 
fi nancing of health systems research in line with research demands. FHS researcher Sara Bennett (Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health) will speak on Capacity building for health systems research in low- and middle-income countries. Her 
presentation maps and analyses major initiatives that have aimed to help develop capacity for health systems research in 
low- and middle-income countries, including programmes that have targeted individual and institutional level capacity. 
Through a systematic review of capacity development initiatives, the presentation will identify what we do and do not know 
regarding effective capacity development strategies and will propose concrete next steps and promising strategies to 
enhance research capacity in low- and middle-income countries.

19 November 9.00 to 10.30



The Future Health Systems Consortium is conducting research in Bangladesh, 
China, India, Afghanistan and a range of African countries.
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Exploring health researchers’ perceptions of policymaking in 
Argentina: A qualitative study
Adrijana Corluka (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health), Adnan A. Hyder (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health), Elsa 
Segura (CONICET, National Institute of Parasitology‘Dr M. FatalaChaben’, ANLIS, Ministerio de Salud, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina) and Peter Winch (Johns Hopkins School of Public Health)

This study sought to describe the relationship between health researchers, politicians and policy makers and explore the 
context under which health research might be translated into policy in Argentina.

Poster presentation

We recommend
These sessions feature Future Health Systems researchers.

Country health systems surveillance (CHeSS)
ST1.92729 Parallel session chaired by Ties Boerma

17 November 11.00 to 12.30

The Scale and Scope of Private contributions to health systems
ST1.92856 Parallel session chaired by Dominic Montague

17 November 14.00 to 15.30

Developing a Methodology Reader for Health Policy and Systems Research
ST2.92457 Parallel session chaired by Lucy Gilson

17 November 16.00 to 17.30

Innovative means of facilitating knowledge translation
IND ABS10 Parallel session of abstract driven presentations

18 November 14.00 to 15.30

Multi-dimensional monitoring and evaluation in a fragile state: progress and 
challenges in Afghanistan 
ST1.93402 Parallel session chaired by Kayhan Natiq

18 November 16.00 to 17.30

Lessons learnt from a decade of capacity building for health systems research 
and evidence based policy making in Central Eastern Europe and former USSR
ST2.93469 Parallel session chaired by Melitta Jakab

18 November 16.00 to 17.30

We are supported by the UK Government’s 
Department for International Development.

Website: http://www.futurehealthsystems.org
Blog: http://futurehealthsystems.wordpress.com




